
Thesis & Dissertation Research Action Plan
	This plan has been designed by UF Graduate School’s Thesis, Dissertation, and Publication Team to help you get on track with mapping out a timeline for your thesis or dissertation research. Working backwards from when you are planning to graduate, this plan will take you through key dates you need to consider in order to meet your research goals on time!
Graduating Semester


Fill in the dates below based on the dates found on our website or conversations with your advisor.
If the dates for your semester are not yet available, use the dates of an upcoming parallel semester as a guide (i.e. for Spring 2028, you may use Spring 2027 dates to get an idea).

	Graduating Semester
	Which semester do you plan to graduate? 

	Summer 2027

	Final Approval Deadline
	By this date, your completed thesis or dissertation must be received, reviewed, and APPROVED by the Graduate School.

	August 3, 2027

	Thesis/
Dissertation Submission Deadline
	By this date, you must submit your publishing-ready dissertation to the Graduate School in order to graduate this term. You must have defended your thesis/dissertation at this point.

	July 6, 2027

	Final Oral Defense Date
	Meet with your advisor to plan when you will (tentatively) defend your thesis/dissertation. You may not know the exact date yet, but you can pick a week to help get an idea of when you will need your dissertation writing completed. 
	June 15, 2027

	Committee Review
	Now that you know roughly when your defense will occur, discuss with your advisor when your committee members and advisor need to receive a copy of your thesis/dissertation by in order to review it prior to your defense. This is the date you should set as a target  to have a completed draft of your dissertation done.

	June 1, 2027




	Semesters Leading up to Graduation


Depending on how many studies you do or chapters you write, what you accomplish each semester for your thesis/dissertation research may look different to each and every graduate student. Fill in the table below with your specific research and writing goals for each semester in your program. This will help you stay accountable to yourself and your committee in order to complete your dissertation on time!

	Semester
	What chapters will you be working on?
	What stage of work will you be on for each chapter? (writing, editing, collecting data, etc.) 
	Do you have any specific goals you plan to achieve with your research this semester?

	Example semester

	Chapter 1
Chapter 2
	Writing
Writing literature review
	By the end of this semester, I want to have a first draft of Chapter 1 and the literature review of Chapter 2 completed.
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